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POLICY FOR THE ARTS
Introduction

Holmesdale Infant School believes the Arts are integral to the physical, emotional and intellectual development of young children. As such it has the power to enhance and enrich their personal experience and sense of well being.

The Arts curriculum encompasses the disciplines of visual arts, drama, dance (performing Arts) and music.

Holmesdale Infant School believes that the Arts are central in the curriculum of young children: Learning in the Arts, through the Arts and learning about the Arts.

Through ongoing reflection of practice Holmesdale Infant School strives to achieve the appropriate balance between these four elements for all children. 

Creativity is central to the Arts education within Holmesdale Infant School. It involves the opportunity to express personal and original ideas through the Arts.

Aims

Through the Arts we aim to:-

· promote the Arts as a highly enjoyable and worthwhile activity:-
· To enable children to work with a variety of tools and equipment.

· To enable children to develop creativity and innovation through designing and making.

· develop visual, oral, aural and physical awareness in children

· encourage creative and technical skills, aesthetic sensibilities

· encourage imaginative, original thought and personal expression

· provide opportunities for children to observe, explore and experiment

· develop an ability to communicate ideas, opinions and feelings about the Arts

· provide opportunities for children to respond to the work of various artists, including crafts people, designers, musicians, actors and dancers

· develop confidence and pleasure in all forms of the Arts through a range of activities

· encourage children to organise themselves independently

· value children’s work in all Arts forms

· provide equal opportunities for all children to reach their full potential, regardless of their race, gender, cultural background or ability

· develop children’s ability to recognise, respect and enjoy the Arts in a variety of cultures

· Use ICT to support composition and design skills and to present pieces of art work produced by the children

Contribution of ‘The Arts’ to the curriculum

All disciplines of the Arts contribute significantly to the teaching of Literacy in our school by encouraging children to ask and answer questions, to compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own work and that of other children. It can actively promote the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop language skills through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. The combined arts are used to stimulate discussion and creative writing.

Children develop research skills when finding out about artists. Through working with others children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively. 

Mathematically there are links with pattern, structure and form. Through the Arts children are given opportunities to develop an understanding of shape and space through work in two and three dimensions.
The Arts also enhance skills in movement, such as motor co-ordination and dexterity. 

Arts activities help to encourage attention to detail, concern for accuracy and the ability to memorise and interpret signs and symbols. It allows children to develop the ability to analyse and solve problems.

The Arts have a direct impact on childrens wellbeing . Children are able to discuss how they feel about their own work and the methods and approaches used by others. They have the opportunity to meet, talk and work with talented artists on various projects. They learn to work effectively with other people and build up good relationships. Participating in performance has a vital role in building self confidence. We encourage children to reflect on the importance that the Arts have on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. Children have the opportunity to encounter the Arts from different cultures and through their growing knowledge and understanding of the Arts; they develop positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies.

Learning and Teaching

Teaching styles for all disciplines of the Arts will be appropriate to specific tasks. The range of styles will include whole class introductions and conclusions, demonstrations and evaluations. Teachers will offer guidance and support and encourage children to discuss their own work and share experiences.

In the Foundation stage the creative development of the children follows the objectives set out in the EYFS curriculum. The children’s learning includes art, music, dance, role play and imaginative play.
All children will be given equal opportunities to work in pairs, groups and individually, where appropriate, to develop their artistic skills. They will participate in differentiated experiences enabling them to work at their own level and pace.
For all disciplines in the Arts we use the local circumstances and environment of our school as a starting point for many aspects of our work.  Child initiated topics are encouraged where possible.
We provide a rich environment in which we encourage and value creativity.

At Holmesdale we use a combination of in house planning and published resources to support our teaching and learning.
Assessment and record keeping

Assessment will take place in the form of teacher judgement, and this information is shared with all teachers in the year group. This information is then used to plan future work. We pass this information on to the next teacher at the end of the year. Individual performance will be reported to parents annually. We regularly film, photograph and publicise Arts events, encouraging parental involvement whenever possible.
Staff Development

In order to maintain and build upon staff development, some of the following strategies will be used during the school year:

· Staff meetings

· INSET courses

· Individual training courses for staff development

The role of the ‘Arts Development Co-ordinator:
The Arts development Co-ordinator will keep staff informed and up to date with new developments, monitor the policy and schemes of work if being followed, support staff in planning Arts activities, manage the Arts resources and organise INSET. 
Extra curricular activities

A variety of after school / lunch time clubs are offered throughout the year which involve different aspects of the Arts e.g. Pyjama Drama, 
Visual Arts

Introduction

The Visual Arts curriculum should enable children to develop visual, tactile and sensory awareness of the world. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children become involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities. They learn to make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. Work from direct observation should be a constant feature of learning in visual art.

Aims

The school’s aims for educating through visual arts are to:-

· enable children to experiment with a range of tools and materials

· enable children to develop a visual vocabulary and begin to make qualitative judgements about what they see

· develop skills of critical appraisal, of their own work and the work of others

· Develop an awareness of the different forms of visual art including original works of art from their own and other periods and cultures.

· develop skills in all forms of visual arts

Learning and Teaching

Within the subject of visual art all children will:

· Record observations of the natural and made worlds, and what they can recall from memory.

· Undertake a range of imaginative and expressive work in which they will explore and record their ideas and feelings.

· Experiment with the visual and tactile elements, learn about and apply the use of pattern, texture, colour, line, tone, shape, form and space to make images and artefacts.

· Learn a range of creative, imaginative and practical skills through the introduction of a range of materials for drawing, painting, printmaking, collage and sculpture, working in two and three dimensions and in a variety of scales.

We use a range of strategies for differentiation which includes setting open ended tasks that can have a variety of responses and using additional adults to work with individual or groups of children.

Resources

A range of drawing and painting materials and DT workshops are available in every classroom. Materials and equipment to resource the areas of clay, printing, sculpture, textiles and collage are stored centrally in the Art store in the dining room. A collection of artefacts is displayed in the entrance hall. Examples of artists work is kept in the Art store.

Display and Presentation

Holmesdale Infant school regards the display and presentation of both visual stimulus and children’s work as an important element of teaching and learning. Teachers will ensure that their classrooms provide visually stimulating learning environments, and that children’s experiences and achievements in art will be acknowledged by the careful presentation of their work. Whole school displays are a showcase for children’s work and should show a progression of skills and variety of mediums used.
Design & Technology

Design and Technology is a subject that spans the curriculum, drawing on and linking other subjects, e.g. Science, Art, ICT, Maths.  Children will be given the opportunity to learn specific skills and techniques, which will enable them to devise a solution to a problem or practical make task.  They will learn how to evaluate the end result and identify its strengths and weaknesses.  Tasks given will provide the children with opportunities to work both individually and within group situations, enabling them to share ideas and experiences.

When planning practical tasks the first lesson will be spent in designing.  This will allow the children to list all the equipment and materials that they will need for the remaining lessons.  From these lists staff will be able to prepare the necessary resources.

The work the children will undertake will cover:

1. a
assignments in which they design and make products;

b 
focused practical tasks in which they develop and practise particular skills;

2. a
work with a range of tools and materials;
The children will be taught how to develop:

designing skills

making skills

knowledge and understanding.

From the Foundation Stage onwards, great use is made of suitable construction kits and activities.  Children are encouraged to design, build, create and adapt their ideas.  ‘Make and Do’ areas are present in each classroom that supports the continuous provision for Design & Technology.
Make and Do areas have ‘non-negotiables’ eg right/ left handed scissors, glue, string as well as images as a stimulus, and teachers are kept informed of any changes.
Music

Introduction

All children can grow through music. Music develops the capacity to express ideas, thoughts and feelings. It is a vehicle for personal expression and can inspire and motivate children. It can play an important part in the personal development of people and guide the imagination.
Music develops empathy and cultural awareness and so is of enormous benefit as a tool for better communication and understanding between adults and children. Music allows children to experience a sense of individual and collective achievement and, through the latter, can foster social skills in co-operation and tolerance. We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.

Aims

The schools aims for educating through music are to

· develop as musicians

· perform simple rhythmic and melodic patterns by ear and from symbols

· sing in a group and play simple instruments demonstrating some control of the sounds made

· investigate and combine sounds to produce simple compositions

· record their own compositions and communicate them to others

· listen attentively and respond to short pieces of music from different times and cultures and in different styles, showing an awareness of differences and similarities – to discuss likes and dislikes and to express feelings through music

· talk in simple but appropriate terms about sounds and music they have made, listened to, performed or composed

Learning and Teaching

Children should gain first hand experience of different musical styles, listening to recorded music and live musical performances, such as children’s rhymes and songs, classical and modern music and music from different cultures.

All children will have the opportunity to:

· have regular and frequent access to musical resources, such as instruments, books and tapes.

· work individually and together in different group sizes.

· communicate and refine their ideas with singing and percussion

· develop ways of recording their ideas in written form and by the use of ICT

· identify and explore the musical aspects of other areas of the curriculum through topic work and blocked work.

· respond to the musical elements, character and mood of a piece of music by means of movement, dance or other forms of expression

· develop their skills of rhythm and pitch through songs, games and composing, and memorise some musical patterns. Explore how sounds and rhythms achieve particular effects

· be introduced to simple musical signs and symbols leading on to more formal musical notation.

· be encouraged to perform vocally and instrumentally for a variety of audiences and develop awareness of other performers.

· evaluate live performances including their own work.

Resources

Shared resources are stored in the music corner in the hall.  Each year group has its own selection of instruments which are checked annually.  Each class has acess to a CD player.  There is a music system available in the hall and a selection of CD’s.  The Music Express Scheme of work are also available to support our curriculum.
Dance and Drama

Introduction

The Dance and Drama curriculum should enable children to express ideas thoughts and feelings. It is a powerful focus for creative energy and one which both stimulates and guides the imagination.

At Holmesdale Infant school all children will be given the opportunity to develop performing arts skills including the ability to create, engage and reflect in dance and drama.

Aims

The school aims for educating through dance and drama are to

· participate in small and whole group discussions

· negotiate decisions about the focus of the drama or dance with others

· listen and respond to the ideas of others

· make suggestions about how to present ideas in drama and dance

· interpret stimulus material

· understand and enjoy the relationship between pretence and reality

· adopt role appropriate to the selected context

· use space sound and movement

· begin to recognise dance and drama forms

· recognise the equal importance of both spectating and participating in drama and dance

· recall and describe the events of the drama or dance

· recognise the key moments on a personal level when performing

· make suggestions  how the dance or drama might develop

· suggest which dance or drama forms might be appropriate for future development

Learning and Teaching

In order to improvise, perform and respond to dance and drama all children will have the opportunity to:

· explore familiar themes and characters

· respond to ‘teacher in role’ to explore character

· respond in role to create stories

· develop a range of skills which develop control and quality in movement.

· communicate moods, feelings and ideas through movement

· become competent and confident in moving in a range of settings

· act out own and well known stories to different audiences.

· respond as themselves in a fictional setting to create stories.

Resources

Drama is planned for by the class teacher and is reinforced through role-play and small world activities. Dance is part of the PE curriculum and the Real PE Scheme of work is followed. 
Equal Opportunities
We aim to provide genuine equality of opportunity for all children to receive access to a balanced Arts curriculum, irrespective of gender or ethnic origin.

Health & Safety

Hand tools – these are to be used under close supervision by a member of staff or an adult who has been instructed in their safe use.

Children will be encouraged to replace equipment and materials in their correct places.
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